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Abstract 
 

This work aims at adding to the studies of Typological Linguisti cs, Contrasti ve Linguisti cs, and 

Acquisiti onal Linguisti cs, contributi ng, at the same ti me, to the debate on the relati onship between 

language and cogniti on both in mother tongue and foreign language. 

The main objecti ve is the analysis of the conceptualisati on of dynamic space in Italian L1, German 

L1 and Italian L2 of German-speaking learners living in Germany. So, the study aims to analyse the 

spati al conceptualisati on in the oral expression of three groups of informants: Italian speakers in L1, 

German speakers in L1 and German speakers in Italian L2. 

The main objecti ves of the contributi on are: 1. typological, because the aim is to identi fy the type 

of behaviour of Italophones and Germanophones in relati on to the conceptualisati on of dynamic 

space, with reference to the 

classifi cati on of world languages initi ally proposed by Talmy (1985, 1991, 2000) and refi ned by 

Slobin (1996, 2004, 2006); 2. contrasti ve, as the two languages are compared, highlighti ng their 

similar features and especially their divergent ones; 3. acquisiti onal, as special att enti on is paid to 

the linguisti c producti ons of German-speaking learners in Italian L2. 
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